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Firth. This deposite and perhaps tiis clsewhere in Buchan
attributed to the Early/Middle Devean (Hall & Connell
1991; Hall & Jarvis, in press), requires salianeous glactation
of Strathspey.

6. Conclusion

Teindland is a key locality for investigating the Lale
Quaternary history of Scotland (Sutherland 1993). It is one of
only a small number of sites in Scotland with deposits to
which an interglacial origin has been ascribed and the site
provides important evidence related to the sequence of
glaciation during the late Pleistocene in NE  Scotland
(Sutherland 1984). This interdisciplinary study has provided
much new information about the Teindland site and helped
to place it within the stratigraphic context of deposits in the
surrounding arca. The Teindland Sand overlies till and
glacifluvial gravels which suggest the glaciation of the area
during O! Stage 6 or. perhaps, earlier. Detailed investigation
of the policn assemblages. particularly with regard to their
taphonomy. within the Soil and the overlying sands at both
Teindland and Red Burn indicate deposition towards the close
of an interglacial. with progressive replucement of Corylus-
Alnus woodland by, first, Pinus woodland and. then. by
heathland and. ultimately. a sparse grassland. Whilst this work
supports the conclusion of Edwards et al. (1976). that pollen
of interglacial origin is present at the Teindland site, the pollen
record, together with supporting litho-stratigraphic data. does
not indicatc the existence of discrete interglacial and interstad-
ial stages (Edwards ¢t al. 1976). Luminescence ages provide a
chronological control on sediments apparently beyond the
range of radiocarbon dating. The luminescence dates of 79 +6
and 674 5 ka on cverlving sands indicate that the Soil dates
from the last interglacial.

The diamicts overlving the Soil at Teindland and Redburn
have the characteristics of glacigenic debris flows rather then
solifluction deposits (Romans 1977). Investigation of glacial
scquences in the surrounding area has allowed the identifi-
cation of at least four separate till units younger than the Soil.
including one or more tills which may date from Ol Stages
4/3. The presence of multiple post-Stage 3 tills, with intervening
gravel units, in lower Strathspey suggests a highly complex
history of glaciation in NE Scotland in the Late Pleistocene.
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